William B. Turek

Lieutenant Commander
Class of 1972

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the Coast Guard Medal (posthumous) to
Lieutenant Commander William B. Turek

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

For service as set forth in the following Citation:

Lieutenant Commander TureKk is cited posthumously for heroism on the afternoon of 3 March 1993
while serving as the Lead Marine Inspector aboard the Maritime Administrative vessel CAPE DIAMAND
which was moored at Pier 1, Norfolk Shipbuilding Company, Norfolk, Virginia. Lieutenant Commander
Turek was completing a week-long reactivation of the M/V CAPE DIAMOND and was intimately familiar
with the vessel, especially the engineering spaces. One of the last tests prior to departure of the vessel was
the carbon dioxide fire extinguishing system which protected the engine room and other spaces aboard
the vessel. A test of the carbon dioxide activated alarms in the engine room. This test was designed to
involve a small release of carbon dioxide into the engine room to show proper functioning of the alarms.
Realizing that more than the anticipated brief puff of carbon dioxide was being released and that a
prolonged discharge of carbon dioxide into the engine room was potentially lethal to those he knew
were working there, Lieutenant Commander Turek disregarded his own safety and entered into the
engine room to warn workers of the hazard. He immediately ordered them to evacuate. In his attempt
to save others, Lieutenant Commander Turek himself became a victim of carbon dioxide asphyxiation,
sacrificing his own life. Lieutenant Commander Turek demonstrated remarkable initiative, exceptional
fortitude, and daring in spite of imminent personal danger in this rescue attempt. His courage and
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.

Lieutenant Commander Turek completed over twenty years of honorable service. The Coast Guard
Marine Safety Officer course commemorates the exemplary qualities of Lieutenant Commander Turek
by presenting the Turek Award to the graduate of each class that goes above and beyond expectations
for professionalism, integrity, and flexibility.



