Eugene J. Hickey
Lieutenant
Class of 1960

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting
the Silver Star Medal to
Lieutenant Eugene J. Hickey
United States Coast Guard

For service as set forth in the following Summary:

In response to the Secretary of the Navy’s request for maintaining waterborne surveillance patrols of the
inland and coastal waters of Vietnam, Lieutenant Hickey was assigned as one of the first Commanding
Officers to lead a contingent of Coast Guard 82 foot patrol boats assigned to the mission. In January
1966, Lieutenant Hickey took command of CGC Point White (WPB 82308) with additional duties as Chief
Staff Officer for the new Division. Point White had not been in-country a month when she started patrols
in a Viet Cong controlled area of the Soi Rap River in the Long An Province. Point White soon spotted
a junk crossing the river and attempted to stop it. The junk had 14 Viet Cong aboard who opened fire
with small arms and automatic weapons. Point White returned the fire and Lieutenant Hickey achieved
decisive victory by ramming and sinking the junk. Point White killed eight Viet Cong and captured four.
During the engagement, one of the prisoners fell overboard and Lieutenant Hickey dove over the side
to rescue the wounded man.

During the first year of operations in Vietnam, the Coast Guard cutters of Squadron One killed or
captured 75 Viet Cong, boarded 35,000 junks, destroyed sixteen junks and one steel hull vessel, captured
more than 100 tons of enemy weapons and supplies, and participated in special operations in support of
U.S. and South Vietnamese forces

Lieutenant Hickey later retired at the rank of Captain.



