
For service as set forth in the following citation:

For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services to the Government 
of the United States as Officer-in-Charge of a Support Boat from the USS SAMUEL CHASE during the 
amphibious invasion of Italy on September 9, 1943.  Courageous and skillful in executing a hazardous 
and difficult task, Lieutenant (then Lieutenant, Junior Grade) Banner successfully escorted fifty-nine 
amphibious trucks from the transport anchorage to the assigned beaches under cover of night and 
directed the unloading of essential artillery and equipment for our assault forces.  Navigating by the stars, 
he continued to traverse the distance of twelve miles between the offshore anchorage and the beaches, 
continuously exposed to the danger of minefields and shell and mortar fire from shore defenses, until 
unloading operations were expeditiously completed without casualty.  By his inspiring leadership and 
superb navigational ability during this mission, Lieutenant Banner contributed materially to the success 
of the invasion.

Lieutenant Banner retired at the rank of Captain.

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the Legion of Merit (with Combat Distinguishing Device “V”) to

Lieutenant Roger H. Banner 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

Roger H. Banner
Lieutenant
Class of 1943


